Hip Hop comes to Western PA 
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On November 10, 2011 nearly 400 students of French from the Pittsburgh area had the opportunity to attend a concert by the Québecois musician Webster.  The concert, hosted by the Franklin Regional School District, coincided with the celebration of National French Week.
Aly Ndiaye, aka Webster, was born and raised in Quebec city's Limoilou neighborhood.  The son of a Senegalese father and a French-Canadian mother, he has always been proud of his dual heritage. 
A gifted hip-hop artist who has produced two well-received albums, Webster is also an anti-racist activist in his community.  He often gives presentations about hip-hop's influence among the youth and multiculturalism in Quebec.  His specialty is the history of Blacks in Quebec and Canada. 

Since 2009, Webster has toured Canada and the United-States to perform in concert, and also to give workshops to teachers of French.  He has presented at ACTFL (2010), M.I.T. in Boston, Howard University in Washington D.C., and several chapters of Alliances française.  The concert at Franklin Regional was part of a tour of the United States that took him to Maine, Florida, Illinois, and Wisconsin, to name but a few destinations.  
Webster has been writing and performing rap music since 1995.  He is a pioneer in Quebec city's hip-hop scene.   His most recent album, Le vieux de la montagne (The Old Man from the Mountain), is highly regarded for the quality of its texts which are complex, edgy, and challenging.  Students who study the lyrics will discover rich language and cultural insights not available through a textbook.

Webster is supported by the Ambassade française de Washington, DC.  This concert was underwritten by Gurrentz International Corporation of the Pittsburgh Foundation.  For song lyrics, audioclips, video and worksheets, visit the AATF Western PA website at http://www.westernpafrenchteachers.org/.  For more information on Webster, contact 
Jean Mercier, President of the AATF Western PA,  juanitomercier@hotmail.com, or 
Carol Schneider, cschneider@franklinregional.k12.pa.us.  
Webster’s contact information : Abuzive Muzik Inc, 910 Louis-Fréchette, Québec (Québec), 
G1S 3N5, attention : Rafael Pérez, (418) 802-8080; info@abuzivemuzik.ca.  
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